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MEASURING NITEUC OXIDE IN BLOOD 
GASES AND TREATMENTS BASED THEREON 

Cross-Reference to Related Application 

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application 
No. 60/383,595, filed May 29, 2002. 

Technical Fip.lfl 

This invention is directed to measurement of blood gases and blood 
treatments and therapies based thereon. 

Background of the Invention 

Whereas Oj and CO2 measurements are typically used to assess the severity 
of human iHness and the response to therapy, there is a well kaavm disconnect 
between PO2 and tissue oxygenation. 

It has not heretofore been conceived that nitric oxide (NO) level in blood 
provides a measure of tissue oxygenation (determined by blood flow) and 
measurement NO in blood has not been previously linked to assessment of himian 
condition and to a therapeutic response. 

Moreover, it is not heretofore been determined that NO levels in blood bank 
blood deplete over time and that restoring NO content of red blood cells can 
increase storage times for whole blood and red blood cells beyond six weeks and 
increase the vasoactivity of stored blood and red blood cells thereby mitigating 
transfijsion risk. 

Siimmflr y of the Invention 

Data has been developed by the inventors herein which shows that NO is a 
critical component of the hu3Dian respiratory cycle and is a blood gas which 
fimctions to regulate O2 delivery, i.e., that the NO level adds significantly to the 
blood gas by providing a measure of tissue oxygenation (detemnned by blood flow) 
and that red blood cells and the loading of them with NO contributes significantly to 
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the classical physiological response of hypoxic vasodilation andhyperoxic 
vasoconstriction. Morever, data has been developed that shows NO binding to 
hemes and thiols of hemoglobin varies as a function of hemoglobin saturation with 
oxygen to dilate or constrict puhnonary and systemic arteries in vivo. Thus data has 
been developed which provides a mechanistic basis for the longstanding mysteiy of 
the failure of pOj to determine tissue oxygenation. Furthermore, data has been 
developed by the mventors herein that blood bank red blood cells become depleted 
in NO over time resulting in impaired vasodilator response. 

It has thus been discovered herein that measurement of NO (in conjunction 
with O2/CO2) in blood is a marker of tissue blood flow and oxygenation and that the 
ability to monitor and maniptilate levels of NO in red blood cells is useful in the 
assessment of blood gases, in the assessment of well bemg, in the diagnosis and 
treatment of diseases of tbe heart, lung and blood associated with oxygen deficiency 
and in the rational development of therapeutics, inchxding NO donors, 
erythropoietin therapy and blood substitutes. Furthermore, it has been discovered 
that the function of red blood cells depends on their NO content; and that by 
introducing NO or nitrite therein, storage time for red blood cells and whole blood 
is mcreased; and that treatment of outdated red blood cells with NO or nitrite 
normalizes vasodilation response thereto, thereby providing a method for increasing 
storage times for whole blood and red blood cells and mitigating morbidity and 
mortahty risks of transfusions. 

One embodiment of the invention herein, denoted the first embodiment is 
directed to a method of determming from blood, levels of blood gas con5)onents 
corresponding to condition selected from the group consisting of physiological and 
pathological conditions of a patient, corcgprising measuring NO level in conjunction 
with measuring pOj and pCOa in blood of the patient as a marker of tissue blood 
flow and oxygenation. 

Another embodiment of the invention herein, denoted the second 
embodiment, is directed to a method of treating a disease associated with oxygen 
deficiency in heart, lung or blood in a patient having such disease, con5)rising 
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in&sing into the patient a therapeutically effective amouot of an anaerobic sohition 
of nitric oxide at a rate in the range of 1 to 500 nmol nitric oxide/rain. 

Another embodiment of the invention herein, denoted the third embodiment, 
is directed to a method of treating a disease associated with oxygen deficiency in 
heart, hmg or blood, in a patient having such disease, comprising adnciinistering to 
said patient a therapeutically effective amount of an anaerobic solution of NO at a 
rate in the range of 1 to 500 nmol nitric oxide/min and nitrite in an amount which 
facilitates the oxygen delivery improving activity of the NO. 

Another embodiment of the invention herein, denoted the fourth 
embodiment, is directed to a method of treating a disease associated with oxygen 
deficiency in heart, lung or blood, in a patient having such disease and a 
physiological (normal) level for that patient of NO in blood, comprising 
administering a therapeutically effective amount of an anaerobic solution of nitrite 
in an amount which facilitates the oxygen delivery activity (blood flow increasing 
activity) of the NO. 

Still another embodiment of the invention herein, denoted the fiflh 
embodiment, is directed to increasing the storage time of whole blood or red blood 
cells comprising admixing outdated or NO depleted whole blood or red blood cells 
witli a solution of NO or nitrite to replete or increase vasodilator response in the 
whole blood or red blood cells. 

Still another embodiment of the invention herein denoted the sislh 
embodiment, is directed to a method of transfiising a patient in need of a transfiision 
conq)rising treating whole blood or red blood cells depleted in NO with a solution 
of NO and/or nitrite, to iacrease or replete vasodilator response therein and 
transfiising the treated whole blood or red blood cells into the patient, 

A disease associated with oxygen deficiency in a patient is used herein to 
mean a disease where oxygen delivery is deficient as indicated by measurement of 
an NO level at least 10% below baseline for physiological condition for the patient 
or by measurement of NO level for the patient which is at least 10% lower than the 
average for a group, as measured in the first embodiment. 
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For the fourth embodiment, NO in a normal level for that patient means NO 
for that patient for physiological condition. 

The term "outdated whole blood or red blood cells" is used herein to mean 
exceeding the storage periods described hereafter or loss of NO by more than 10% 
compared to NO level in fresh (normal) blood or inability to recoup SNO on a 
deoxygenation-oxygenation cycle. In explanation of the latter, if red blood cells are 
deoxygenated for long periods (e.g., by letting set for one hour), NO in the red 
blood cells cannot form SNO because the position of NO on hemoglobin moves so 
it is not in facile contact with cysteine. In other words, over time red blood cells 
lose ability to make SNO. 

The term 'Svhole blood or red blood cells depleted in NO" is used herein to 
mean loss of NO by more than 10% compared to NO level in fresh (normal) blood 
or inability to recoup SNO on a deoxygenation-o:jg^genation cycle as described 
above. 

The term 'deplete or increase vasodilator response in whole blood or red 
blood cells" is used herein to mean increasing NO level by at least 10%. 

The term "storage time" is used herein to mean thne from phlebotomy. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

FIG. 1 compares NO in control with that in outdated sanq^les of red blood 
cells and shows results of Example V. 

FIG. 2 coniqpares vasodilator response for PBS and nitrite treated outdated 
red blood cells and shows results of Exaruple V. 

FIG. 3 compares percent relaxation of control outdated red blood cells and 
nitrite and NO treated outdated red blood cells and shows results of Example V. 

Detailed Description 

We turn now to the first embodiment of the invention herein, that is the 
method of determining from blood, levels of blood gas coiTesponding to condition 
selected from the group consisting of physiological and pathological conditions of a 
patient, comprising measuring NO level in conjunction with measuring pO^ and 
pCOi ia blood of the patient as a marker of tissue blood flow and oxygenation. 
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Measurement of NO level in blood of a patient can be carried out in venous 
blood of the patient or in arterial (mixed venous) blood of the patient. Human 
venous blood can be drawn, for exarr^le, via an antecubital vein. 

Measurement of NO in blood is readily carried out, for example, by 
photolysis-chemifaminescence, in a DAF-2 assay or by electron paramagnetic 
resonance spectroscopy (EPR), for example to determine ratio of SNO or NO to 
hemoglobin. 

For assay by photolysis-chernfluriainescettce, hemolysate protein (about 99% 
hemoglobin) from red blood cells was partially purified by gel filtration (5000g, 60 
seconds) over a G-25 fine Sephadex chromatography colxmm (25-fold volume 
excess) equilibrated with phosphate buffered saline (PBS) (pH7.40, with 0.5 mM 
EDTA). An airtight Hamilton glass syringe was used to transfer 90 id of sample 
(final [hemoglobin], 100 jiM) for injection as described in McMahon, T.J. and 
Stamler, J.S., Methods Enzymol 301, 99-114 (1999). 

For DAF-2 assays, one half of the homolysate was adjusted to 100 jiM 
hemoglobin with PBS-containing diammofluoroscein-2 (DAF-2) (final pH7,4) 
either with or without HgClj, and incubated 10 minutes. Centricon lOkDa filters 
(10, 600g, 20 min) were then used to exclude hemoglobin prior to fluorescence 
measurement. The filtrates were transferred to microplates and treated with acid 
(0.4N HCI5 final concentration) to generate nitrosating equivalents and then with 
excess NaOH to maximize fluorescence (excitation and emission: 485 nm and 520 
nm^ respectively). Standard curves were constructed using S-nitrosohemoglobin as 
described in McMahon, T.J., et al, J. Biol Chem. 275, 16738-45 (2000). 

For assay by EPR, spectroscopy was carried out as described in Gow, A J., 
et al, Proc. Natl. Acad. Scie. USA 96, 9027-9032 (1999). SNO-oxyhemoglobin 
sarK^les (0.5 niM protein) for con:q[)arison were prepared as described in Jia, L., et 
al. Nature, 380, 221-226 (1996), 

Photolysis-based and EPR techniques which are well-established probes for 
NO/hemoglobin interactions, are preferred. 

Testing has indicated a wide variation in physiological (natural) NO level 
among individuals, usually a SNO/hemoglobin mole ratio ranging fi-om 0.0001 to 
about 0.0029, more typically ranging firom 0.0005 to about 0.002, Because of the 
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inter-individual variability in NO levels, it is irr5)ortaiit to compare the NO level for 
an individual to the individual over time as w^ell as to group at large. 

Measuring of pO^ and PCO2 can be carried out conventionally. 

We turn now to the second, third and fourth embodiments herein. 

Each of the second, third and fourth embodiments, is directed to treating a 
disease associated with o?g^gen deficiency in heart, lung or blood in a patient having 
such disease. As indicated above, a disease associated with oxygen deficiency in a 
patient is a disease where oxygen delivery is deficient as indicated by measurement 
of level of NO at least 10% below that for physiological (non-pathological) 
condition (for that individual, or if such data is not available, below the average for 
a group at large, e.g., lower than 1 molNO per 1000 moles hemoglobin) as 
measured in the first embodiment. 

Diseases associated with oxygen deficiency in heart include angina. 

Diseases associated with oxygen deficiency in lung include pulmonary 
hypertension. 

Diseases associated with oxygen deficiency in blood include sickle cell 
disease. 

We turn now the second embodiment herein which is directed at a method 
of treating a disease associated with oxygen deficiency ia heart, lung or blood, in a 
patient havitig such disease, comprising infiising into the patient a therapeutically 
effective amoimt of an anaerobic solution of nitric oxide at a rate in the range of 1 
to 500 nmolNO/min. 

The anaerobic solution of nitric oxide can, e.g., be a saturated solution of 
NO (1.5 mM NO) m saline (0.9% NaCl) and can be made anaerobic by bubbling 
inert gas through the solvent before introduction of NO therem. 

The therapeutically ejBfective amount is a blood flow increasing (oxygen 
delivery to tissue improving) amount at a rate ranging fiom 1 to 500 nmol NO/min, 
preferably fi:om 1 to 10 nmol NO/min, for as long as improvement or benefit 
occurs. The amount is aa NO repleting amount for red blood cells. The 
concentration of NO should be one that has no acute ejBfect on systemic blood 
pressure or systeroic hemodynamics. Previously, a solution of NO has been infixsed 
at a rate of 0.75 to 36 micromoles/min, with the higher concentration being viewed 
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as eflfective; this range can have an acute effect on systemic blood pressure or 
systemic hemodynamics. 

We turn now to the third embodiment herein which is directed at a method 
of treating a disease associated with oxygen deficiency in heart, hmg or blood, in a 
patient having such disease, comprising administering to said patient, e.g., by 
infusing into the patient, a therapeutically effective amount of an anaerobic solution 
of NO at a rate in the range of 1 to 500 nmol NO/min, preferably from 1 to 10 nmol 
NO/min, and nitrite in an amount which facilitates the oxygen delivery improving 
activity of NO (as manifested by increased blood flow). 

The administration of the NO aad therapeutically effective amount thereof is 
the same as for the second embodiment. 

The nitrite is any that is soluble in and compatible with blood and can be, for 
exairq[)le, inorganic nitrite such as sodium nitrite or potasatum nitrite or calcium 
nitrite and is preferably present in the anaerobic solution of NO, e.g, ii saline, which 
is infused and is present hi an amount which improves the oxygen delivery activity 
identified with the NO infiision by fitcilitating the formation of S- 
nitrosohemoglobin. The benefit of nitrite is indicated by data developed by the 
inventors which shows that in the presence of nitrite, the biological activity 
identified with NO is facilitated. The nitrite is administered at a rate of 1 mnol to 10 
|iM nitrite/minute which improves the oxygen delivery improving effect of the NO, 
e.g., in an amount of 20 to 150 fold the NO concentration. 

We turn now to the fourth embodiment herein which is directed to a method 
of treating a disease associated with oxygen deficiency in heart, lung or blood in a 
patient having that disease and a physiological level for that patient of NO in blood, 
comprising administering to the patient a therapeutically effective amount of an 
anaerobic solution of nitrite in an amount which feciHtates the oxygen delivery 
activity (blood flow increasing activity) of the NO (by facilitating the formation of 
S-nitrosohemoglobin). 

The nitrite is preferably administered by infusing an anaerobic solution 
thereof into the patient, e.g., in saline made anaerobic by bubbling inert gas 
therethrough before admixture of nitrite. 
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The nitrite is any that is soluble in and con^atible with blood and can be, for 
exaxr^le, inorganic nitrite such as sodium nitrite or potassium nitrite or calcium 
nitrite and is infused in a therapeutically eflfective amount which improves the 
oxygen delivery improving activity of NO by facilitating formation of S- 
nitrosohemoglobin, e.g., at a rate in the range of 1 nmol to 10 ^iM nitrite/minute. 

For the second and third embodiments, the NO is preferably adininistered 
from a stock sohition of 1.5 mM NO (saturated solution) at a concentration of 
1.5mM or lower in saliae (0.9% NaCl). Nitrite can be given also from a stock 
solution as needed to achieve nanomolar to micromolar concentrations. 

We turn now to the fifth embodiment of the invention herein, that is a 
method for increasing the storage time of whole blood or red blood cells comprising 
admixing outdated or NO depleted whole blood or red blood cells with a solution of 
NO and/or nitrite, to replete or increase vasodilator response in the whole blood or 
red blood cells. 

Presently, whole blood or red blood cells preserved with citrate-phosphate- 
dextrose-adenine may be stored for 3 5 days. Red blood cells preserved with 
adenine-saline preservative may be stored for 42 days. After storage for these 
periods, the whole blood and red blood cells are considered outdated and may not 
be used for transfusion purposes because of concerns of increased morbidity and 
mortality risks. The present method can be used on whole blood or red blood cells 
that are outdated or depleted in NO until such time as NO bioactivity is no longer 
increased, e.g., when the red cells are no longer intact as may be determined under a 
microscope or by measuring free hemoglobin in a hemolysate. In other words, 
consecutive treatments axe useful on intact red blood cells per se or in whole blood 
so long as NO bioactivity including vasodilator fiinction is increased. The NO 
bioactivity can inchide activity from SNO, NO, NO^, NO"" and NO"^. 

The NO and/or nitrite is admixed by admixing a solution of NO or nitrite in 
saline or phosphate buffered saline e.g., as InM to 1.5 mM NO and/or nitrite, to 
load the blood product with NO or nitrite to a molar ratio of NO and/or nitrite to 
bemoglobm ranging from 1:10 to 1: 1,000. Suitable nitrites are those discussed in 
conjimction with the fourth embodiment herein. Preferably the solution of NO or 
nitrite is anaerobic as this makes the administration more eflficient. Anaerobicity can 
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be effected by admixing anaerobic solvent with the NO or nitrite tinder aaaerobic 
conditions. The solvent can be made anaerobic by bubbling inert gas, e.g., argon, 
through the solvent before introduction of NO or mtdte therein. Whole blood and 
red blood cells which have been deoxygeaated by exposure to the atmosphere and 
vortexing (mbdng), or can be used ia deoxygenated state whereupon oxygenation 
occurs in the body or in vitro. 

The NO and/or mtdte treatment is carded out to restore or increase 
vasodilator response as may be measured by blood flow increase or clinical 
outcome. 

We turn now to the sixth embodiment of the invention hereia, that is a 
method of transfusing a patient in need of a transfusion comprising treating whole 
blood or red blood cells depleted in NO with a solution of NO and/or nitrite, to 
increase vasodilator response and transfusiag the treated whole blood or red blood 
cells into the patient. 

A patient is in need of a transfiision is a patient who has lost or is losing 
blood or one in need of removal of waste products of the body in case of failure of 
renal fimctioning or needs removal of toxic substance from blood in the case of 
poisoning or is in need of red blood cells or hemoglobin to treat any disease 
associated with impairment of nitric oxide or oxygen, e.g., angina or stroke. 

The term 'Svhole blood or red blood depleted in NO" is used herein to mean 
at least 10% less relaxation in the test described in McMahon, T. J., et al, Nature 
Medicine 8, 71 1-717 (2002) conoqpared to when the whole blood or red blood cells 
are first donated. 

The solution of NO and/or nitrite can be formed by admbdng NO or nitrite 
with saline or phosphate buffered saline, e.g., as InM to 1.5 mM NO and/or nitrite, 
to load the blood product with NO and/or nitrite to a ratio of NO and/or nitrite to 
hemoglobin ranging from 1 : 10 to 1 : 1,000, Suitable nitrites are those discussed in 
conjunction wdth the fourth embodiment herein. Preferably the solution of NO 
and/or nitrite is made anaerobic as discussed in the description of the fifth 
embodiment, and admixing of anaerobic solution of NO and/or nitrite with blood 
product is carried out under anaerobic conditions. 
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Whole blood and red blood cells which have been deoxygenated can be 
oxygenated by exposure to air (the atmosphere) and vortexing (mixing) or can be 
used in deoxygenated state whereupon oxygenation occurs in the body. 

The transfiising can be carded out by conventional means. 

Background of the invention herein and elements of the invention herein are 
set forth in McMahon, T. J., et al. Nature Medicine 8, 71 1-717 (2002) which is 
incorporated herein by reference. 

The whole of U.S. Pro\dsional Application No. 60/383,595 including 
Appendix A thereto is incorporated herein by reference. 

The invention is illustrated by the following working examples. 

Example I 

Measurements of NO were joiade in samples of blood of subjects of normal 
health, ie., no pathological condition. Measurement was carried out by DAF-2 and 
photolysis chemihminescene as described above. The results show inter-individual 
variability in NO levels and thus the importance of comparing NO level to both the 
group at large and the individual over time. 

EPR assay was carried out with Fe(n) NO spiked hemoglobin samples 
prepared in PBS pH7.4, 300 |liM nitrite, with a heme concentration of ImM, and an 
Fe(n) NO concentration of 50 |iiM. Comparison was to SNO-oxyhemoglobin 
samjiles (0.5 mM protein) prepared as described in Jia, L., et al. Nature 380^, 221- 
226 (1996). Results as shown in FIGS. Ic and Id of McMahon, T. X, et al. Nature 
Medicine, 711-717 (2002), indicate that in presence of nitrite, OTsygen delivery 
inrproving activity identified with NO, is &cilitated. 

Example n 

A 65-year old male is admitted to a hospital with unstable angina. The 
patient is given I.V. nitroglycerin, heparin and a beta blocker. However, the patient 
continues to experience chest pain at rest. The patient's normal NO level is kaown 
fi:om past testing. Measurement of the patient's NO level shows it is below normal. 
Altematively, the patient's normal NO level is not known fi*om past testing but 
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measuxement of the patient's NO level shows it is lower than average. Infusion at a 
rate of 5 nmol/niin of NO in 0.9% NaCl is ejSected. The chest pain resolves. 

When nitrite is additionally given at a rate of 100 nmol/min, the chest pain 
resolves more quickly. 

Example in 

A 27-year old female with primary puhnonary hypertension class n presents 
complaining with shortness of breath. The patient's normal NO level is know from 
prior testing. Measurement of the patient's NO level shows it is below normal. 
Infusion of NO in 0,9% NaCl at a rate of 5 nmol/min of NO is effected. The 
shortness of breath symptom resolves. After three days of tjierapy, pulmonary 
artery pressure has dropped 5nim of mercmy. 

Example IV 

A patient presents with sickle cell disease presents with hypoxemia. NO 
level is measured and found to be the same as in previous testing. An anaerobic 
saturated solution of sodium nitrite in saline in infused at a rate of 100 nmol/min. 
Improved oxygen delivery occurs. 

Example V 

Nine samples of red blood cells were obtained from the blood bank after 6 
weeks storage at which time the santples were viewed as outdated. Levels of NO in 
the red blood cells as measured by photolysis chetniluminescence are depleted very 
significantly as con^ared to control (freshly donated samples). The results are 
shown in FIG. 1. 

These samples of outdated red blood cells with depleted NO levels showed 
impaired vasodilator responses in assays carried out by adding red blood cells to 
standard organ chamber bioassays at low p02 as described in McMahon, T. J., et al. 
Nature Medicine 8, 711-717 (2002). In these assays, normal vasodilator responses 
were about 25% relaxation. The samples were determined to provide 5% and 10% 
relaxation. The satuqples were deoxygenated by placing them in a bioassay bath at 
low PO2. Then, in paired san^les, sodium nitrite (1:200 molar ratio of nitrite to 
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hemoglobin in phosphate buBFered saline) was added to the deoxygenated red blood 
cells for 10 minutes. The samples were then re-oxygenated by reintroducing air 
followed by shaking. This treatment was found to normalize vasodilator response 
whereas treatment with phosphate buffered saline (PBS) without NO or nitrite had 
no effect on vasodilator response. The results are shown in FIG. 2. Nitrite was 
found to have no effect on vasodilator response of native fresh red blood cells. 

Two sets of 3 sauries each of outdated red blood cells showed impBked 
relaxation in testing as described in McMahon, T. J., et al. Nature Medicine 8, 71 1- 
717 (2002) (3% and 8% relaxation compared to about 15% for fresh red blood 
cells). Samples from each set were deoxygenated by bubbliag argon gas 
therethrough and then admixed with PBS, PBS with NO dissolved therein or PBS 
with sodium nitrite dissolved therein. The treatments loaded the red blood cells 
with 1:250 molar ratio NO or nitrite to hemoglobin. The red blood cells were then 
oxygenated by exposure to air. The NO and nitrite repleted red blood cells showed 
in^roved and effectively normalized relaxations. Results are shown in FIG. 3. 

Exarryle VI 

Red cells are incubated at a molar ratio of 1:250 NO to hemoglobia for 
10 minutes at weekly intervals. At 8 weeks, NO levels and vasodilator response are 
preserved. 

Exany le Vn 

A 59-year old with severe coronary artery disease receives a transfrision 
with blood 5 weeks old. Blood pressure rises by 5 mm Hg. The patient 
experiences chest pain. A second unit doped with NO (1:250 molar ratio of NO to 
hemoglobin) is given and chest pain is not experienced. 

Variations 

Many variations of the above will be obvious to those skilled in the art. 
Thus, the invention is defined by the claims. 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

' 1. A method of determinrng from blood, levels of blood gas con^ouent 
corresponding to condition selected from the group consisting of physiological and 
pathological conditions of a patient, comprisiag measuring NO level in blood of the 
patient as a marker of tissue blood flow aad oxygenation. 

2. A method of treating a disease associated with oxygen deficiency 

in heart, lung or blood in a patient having such disease, comprisiag infusing into the 
patient a therapeutically effective amount of an anaerobic solution of nitric oxide at 
a rate in the range of 1 to 500 nmol nitric oxide/min. 

3. A method of treating a disease associated with oxygen deficiency in 
heart, lung or blood in a patient having such a disease, cortqprising administering to 
said patient a therapeutically effective amount of an anaerobic solution of nitric 
oxide at a rate in the range of 1 to 500 nmol nitric oxide/min, and nitrite, the nitrite 
being present in an amount which facilitates the oxygen defivery ioqproving activity 
of the nitric oxide. 

4. A method of treating a disease associated with oxygen deficiency in 
heart, lung or blood, in a patient having such disease and a physiological level in 
blood for that patient of nitric oxide, comprising administering a therapeutically 
effective amount of an anaerobic solution of nitrite to facihtate the o^sygen delivery 
activity of the nitric oxide. 

5 . A method for increasing the storage time of whole blood or red 
blood cells comprismg admixmg outdated or NO depleted whole blood or red blood 
cells with a solution of NO and/or nitrite, to replete or iacrease vasodilator response 
in the whole blood or red blood cells. 

6. A method of transftising a patient in need of a transfiision, 
comprising treating whole blood or red blood cells depleted in NO and oxygen with 
a solution of NO and/or nitrite, to increase vasodilator response therein, and 
transfiising the treated whole blood or red blood cells into the patient. 
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